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Bibliographical Notices, 

clature. There is one absoliibe rule that ma)^ certainly be adopted, 
namely that no generic names should be regarded as valid unless 
proposed by an author who makes use of the binominal method ; 
and tbis would get rid of many of those changes of old-established 
names to which Mr. Pascoe so strongly objects ; but it seems to us 
that the law of priority is the onty one to which we can appeal in 
general, and that, while it should be applied with judgment, it 
must nevertheless be observed as strictly as possible. AVhen Mr, 
Pascoe speaks of the common practice of the “ scamping of descrip- 
tions, pour prendre datei^ in terms of reprobation, we cordially 
agree with him. This sort of thing is a growing vice and a growing 
evil. 

Besides his list of British Beetles, which appears to have been 
compiled with great care, Mr. Pascoe has furnished the students of 
his little book with a most important help in the investigation of 
the native species of this order, in the form of a series of tables of 
families and genera. Of course, it is always a very difficult matter 
te make out the genera of any group of insects or other animals 
from the best-prepared tables alone ; there are shades of character^ 
that cannot be.conve}"ed b}^ the short phrases necessarily used in a 
table ; but no worker in the present day can overlook the value of 
such guides through the labyrinth of classification. As the author 
himself sa}"s, the characters selected as most convenient for the 
purposes of these tables are not alwa5'S the most important : but 
we have glanced through many of them and examined some care- 
fully ; and, so far as we can see, they are eminently practical, and 
convey a great apiount of useful information in a condensed form. 
There is one good thing that we may fairly wish to British ento- 
mologists ; and that is, that Mr. Pascoe may be able to follow up this 
book with similar manuals of the other orders of the class. 


Wiopalocera Mai ay ana : a Description of the Butterflies of the Malay- 
Peninsula. By W. L. Distaistt. Part I. London (West, jN’ew- 
raan, & Co., Hatton Garden) & Penang. 

Lepidoptertsts, and especially the students of the Ehopalocera 
section, ought to esteem themselves very fortunate in the liberal 
way in which they are catered for by the authors of Butterfly 
faunas, a class of books which ought to facilitate very considerably 
the determination of species, and give more copious information 
regarding distributiou and local variation than can be found else- 
where. The number of works of this description recently finished 
or in course of publication is quite large ; and most of them form 
handsome volumes in quarto size, richly illustrated with coloured' 
figures. Some of these publications, we regret to observe, seem 
scarcely calculated to advance the department of biology to w’hich 
they are devoted, the authors seeming to have no other object than 
the bare description or ’enumeration of the species as an aid in 
the naming of collections ; they invite students to a mere Barme- 


172 


Geological Society. 

cide feast, from which all details longed for by the scientific ento- 
mologist, regarding the natural affinities of genera, facts of local varia- 
tion, and so forth, are eliminated. In these respects the present work 
strikes us as a superior one of its class. The author enters fully into 
the structure and metamorphoses of the 'different groups, discusses 
their natural relationships, and under each species gives full details 
regarding geographical distribution and variation. 

In dealing with these generalities he is, at the same time, never 
unnecessarily diffuse ; and his remarks and conclusions are those of 
a writer evidently well acquainted with his subject. The figures, 
in chromolithography by West, Newman, and Co., are excellent, and 
indicate a distinct advance in this department of art. Pull descrip- 
tive characters are given of all species and genera, as well as of 
groups superior to genera. Such a work is deserving of all encou- 
ragement, and we trust that its success will answer the expectations 
of its promoters, the chief of whom, we are informed in the pro- 
spectus, is Mr. D. Logan of Penang, 


PEOCEEDINGS OP LEAENEB SOCIETIES. 

* GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 

June 7, 1882. — J. W. Hulke, Esq., P.E.S., 

President, in the Chair. 

The following communications were read : — 

1. “Notes on the Annelida Tubicola of the Wenlock Shales, from 
the Washings of Mr. George Maw, P.G.S.” By George Eobert 
Yine, Esq. Communicated by Prof. P. Martin Duncan, M.B., 
P.E.S., Y.P.G.S. 

The author commenced with a sketch of the bibliography of the 
subject and of the known Silurian genera of tubicolar Annelids. 
This was followed by a description of the following genera and 
their contained species : — Oornulites, ConcMcolites^ Ortonia, 
rorhis. Of the last there is one species {S. minutiis) from the 
Buildwas Shale; this differs only in the slightest degree from 
S, arlconensis^ described by Prof. Nicholson from the American 
Devonians. The new genus Arenatuhiilites is in many respects a 
peculiar and interesting form, having the tube composed of minute 
grains of sand, like Sahellaria and Terehella. The author describes 
two species, A. ehngata and A, ampleoca ; they occur in the Pick- 
wood beds. A description follows of the genus Tentaculites, which 
the author referred to the Tubicolar Annelids : and several species of 
it were described, 

2. “ Description of Part of the Pemur of Nototlierium MitchelliJ^ 
By Prof. Owen, C.B., P.E.S., P.G.S., &c. 

The specimen described consisted of the distal portion, probably 
about one half, of a femur obtained from Darling Downs, Queens- 


